Open Meetings Act Strengthened by New Law Initiated by USD Center for Public Interest by Office of Public Information
University of San Diego
Digital USD
News Releases USD News
1985-09-30
Open Meetings Act Strengthened by New Law
Initiated by USD Center for Public Interest
Office of Public Information
Follow this and additional works at: http://digital.sandiego.edu/newsreleases
This Press Release is brought to you for free and open access by the USD News at Digital USD. It has been accepted for inclusion in News Releases by
an authorized administrator of Digital USD. For more information, please contact digital@sandiego.edu.
Digital USD Citation
Office of Public Information, "Open Meetings Act Strengthened by New Law Initiated by USD Center for Public Interest" (1985).
News Releases. 3683.
http://digital.sandiego.edu/newsreleases/3683
,NEWS RELEASE UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO 
l@ OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR: SARA FINN, APR DIRECTOR OF NEWS BUREAU: JOHN L. NUNES CALENDAR EVENTS: JOAN MURRY, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
TELEPHONE: (619) 260-4600 EXT. 4296 
ADDRESS: RM 276 DESALES HALL, ALCALA PAR K, SAN DIEGO, CA 92 11 O 
OPEN MEETINGS ACT STRENGTHENED BY NEW LAW 
INITIATED BY USD CENTER FOR PUBLIC INTEREST 
The state's Open Meetings Act has been strengthened--
made more enforceable--under a new law initiated by the 
University of San Diego Center for Public Interest Law. 
On Sept. 25, Gov. George Deukmejian signed into law AB 
214, a bill introduced by Assemblyman Lloyd Connelly, D-
Sacramento, at the request of the law school's Center. 
Under the new law, if a state agency takes action in 
violation of the Bagley-Keene Open Meetings Act, private 
citizens or organizations may bring suit within 30 days. 
Prior to AB 214, the Open Meetings Act was largely 
unenforceable, according to Robert C. Fellmeth, Center 
director. "This is a bipartisan victory for the people of 
this state," Fellmeth said. "The Open Meetings Act is the 
cornerstone of the sunshine provisions guaranteeing public 
access to the decisions of state bodies ... 
"Now that this loophole in the state open meetings law 
is closed, it is time to close similar loopholes in the 
Brown Act," which outlaws certain closed meetings of local 
governmental bodies. 
AB 214 passed the Assembly 71-0 and the Senate 21-5. 
Seventeen other states have similar provisions in their open 
MORE 
meetings laws. Many state agencies opposed the . bill, 
Fellmeth noted. 
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